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Jesas Cares for Ms. 

BT E. FOX. 

Jesus, I feel Thy watchful eye 
Watching o'er me day by day, 

So let me ever try to walk 
In the straight and narrow way. 

Jesus, thine I would ever be, 
When thou so many blessings give, 

When we're from pain and sorrow free 
May we Thy blessings then receive. 

Lord thou dost forever keep watch 
O'er me through the darkest night; 

Bur our only trust in Thee we put 
To keep us till morning light 

Then, in the morn, when I awake, 
And I to my labors go, 

We feel thy presence all the day 
And our faces calmly glow. 

Many blessings we here receive 
From Thy "ever blessed hand, 

May we thy pure precepts then obey 
And go at thy own command. 

So we should ever thankful be 
For many blessings given, 

That when we are called from earth away 
We may be saints in heaven. 

Pleasant Hill, 0. 

Sermon en Baptism. 

BT J. W. FITZGERALD. 
Text: lit Eptet. of John 6 : 8.   "For there are three that bear 

witness in earth, the spirit, and the water and the blood and these 
three agree In one. 

In treating the subject of Christian Baptism we 
are aware of the fact that we enter the field of con- 
troversy. That the mind of professing Christians 
is very much divided, is lamentable indeed, when 
they should be "perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment"; but that 
Christians are making a more thorough investiga- 
tion of the question now than in any other age of 
the world, is indeed hopeful and indicates that the 
truth is dear to the people, and in giving my exe- 
gesis of the question, it will not be my aim to dis- 
parage this noble work; but to render myself 
Serrws Senorum in arriving at the truth. Know- 
ing that if the "truth shall make us free then shall 
we be free indeed." 

Webster's definition of the word baptize is the 
application of water to a person in the name of the 
Trinity. But this seems to be rather an imperfect 
definition and does not settle the question with a 
great many of us so far as mode is connected with 
it, and we shall maintain that mode is inseparable 
to the rite. But that which puzzles a great many 
honest, truth-seekers is the variety of modes and 
this variety of modes has dislodged the essentiality 
of the rite entirely from the minds of a great many 
honest people. 

Now let us imagine ourselves in a group of five 
persons, representatives of the different shades of 
belief. A represents the man who does not be- 
lieve in Baptism at all; B, the man that believes 
in sprinkling as the mode; C, the man that believes 
in pouring as the mode; D, the man that believes 
in single immersion; E, the man that believes in 
Trine immersien. 

We will let A. speak first, reasons for   not   be- 
lieving in baptism at all, 1. That the   baptism   of 
the Holy Ghost is all that is necessary ; that bap- 
tism is only an outward sign of an  inward  work, 
and if a believer has the inward, the   outward   is 
superfluous, as Christ blotted out the hand writing 
of ordinances that was against us, which was con- 
trary to us and took it out of the way, nailing it to 
the cross.    Col, 2 : 14.   This, with similar reasons 
is why Bro. A rejects baptism altogether. Bro. B 
then steps forward to reason the question with Bro. 
A and interrogates him as follows : Bro. A, do you 
believe in faith V   Bro. A—yes  brother.    Do you 
believe in repentance ?    Yes brother.   And   why 
do you believe in faith and repentance?    Because 
both   faith   and   repentance are   commanded by 
the highest power known.    Exactly so my brother 
our minds are purified by faith ; "without faith  it 
is impossible for us to please   God,   for   he   that 
would  come  to God must believe that he is a re- 
warder of them   that diligently seek him. 

Repentance is Godly sorry accompanied by a 
turning from sin. It is ceasing to do evil and 
learning to 4o well.   Our Savior says that except 

we repent we shall perish. Then if we all believe 
in repentance and faith because they are command- 
ed in God's Holy word. It seems very unrea- 
sonable to me that any should reject baptism when 
it deserves its origin from the same source. Bro. C. 
Why, yes brother B, I cannot imagine why broth- 
er A rejects baptism when the very same author- 
ity, namely,'our Lord and Savior Jeans Christ, 
who makes laith and repentanoe essential to salva- 
tion, has also made baptism essential. Except a 
man be born of the water and of the Spirit, he can 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven, John 3rd 
chapter. And again, as in Mark the 16th chapter, 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, 
and he that believeth not shall be damned. 

Bro. A. Well brethren your position is plausi- 
ble. I will admit that one command is as essential 
as the other, so I will admit that baptism is essen- 
tial.   But what about the mode ? 

Bro. B. Well as to the mode, I believe in stick- 
ing to the text and that says, that the spirit and 
the water and the blood beareth witness or agreeth 
together on earth. So I believe that if they must 
agree in their mode and manner of testifying they 
must also agree together in their mode and man- 
ner of administration. So we find that the Proph- 
et Ez'k. says that he will sprinkle clean water up- 
on you and when this is done He will take away 
our stony hearts and give us hearts of flesh; and 
we find that the law enjoined the sprinkling of the 
blood, so as the water was sprinkled, and the blood 
was sprinkled, I believe that the water should be 
sprinkled iu baptism. 

Bro. C.   Then spoke his  mind.   Like   brother 
D, he thought it necessary to stick to the text and 
if the spirit and the water and the blood must agree 
together   in  their witness so they must also agree 
together in their mode of application.    You know 
that the Prophet Joel says, God would  pour   out 
His spirit upon all flesh, and on the day of Penti- 
cost, while the Apostles were under   the   miracu- 
lous influence of the Holy Spirit, then the  Apostle 
Peter said that it was a fulfillment of the predic- 
tions of the Prophet Joel.   Therefore  my   prefer- 
ence is to have the water poured on in   baptism. 
Besides I think that pouring is the mode that John 
the Baptist used for I see a great   many   pictures 
that represent John in the Jordan dipping up the 
water with a horn and baptizing the people in that 
way.    Bro. D.    The single immersionist, not able 
to refrain longer from speaking,—I heartily agree 
with yon in the essentiality of the   ordinance.    I 
further believe that we have no right to set aside a 
single command of our Lord's   without   incurring 
guilt.    The Savior says,  Blessed are they that do 
(not set aside) my commandments that they  may 
have a right to the tree of life and enter in through 
the gates into the city, and that baptism is a com- 
mand of his.   We need only to refer to Matt,   the 
28th chapter, Mark the 16th chapter and John  the 
3rd chapter and Hebrew the 10th  chapter,   where 
the command for baptizing is fully set forth. 

But befoTelproceed to give you the mode,   al- 
low me to disbuse your minds of any   wrong   im- 
pression.    Then in the first place brother A, your 
preference as to mode drawn   from   the   prophet 
Ez'k. is irrelevant.   The prophet does not allude to 
baptism at all.   But he is alluding   to   the   time 
when God will gather the Jews to their own land; 
at that time God says that he will  sprinkle   clean 
water upon them and He, God the one tbat sprink- 
les the water will take away their stony hearts; 
and the one who takes away  those   stony   hearts 
will give them hearts of flesh. 

Now all sane Protestants believe that God alone 
can do this.   Brother C says that he prefers pour- 
ing as a mode because of the prophetic saying of 
Joel and the spirit being poured out on the day of 
Pentecost.    Let us examine this   matter   a   little. 

We find that on the day   of Pentecost,   there 
were about 120 that came together and they were 
all in one place with  one   accord,   and   suddenly 
there was heard a sound as of a   rushing   mighty 
wind, and it filled all the house where   they   were 
sitting, and they  were all   filled   with  the Holy 
Ghost.    Peter   says   this  was a fulfillment of the 
prophet Joel and the prophet Joel says the   spirit 
was poured out.   Well so is the water poured out 
of the clouds.    But after being poured out   they 

quantity   to immerse people in.   Juat ao with the 
rush together and collect   together in   sufficient 
Holy Gboet on the day of Pentecost.    After being* 
poured out it came together as a migftty   rushing 
wind and filled all the house where they  were sit- 
ting, and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost. 
Hence if the house was filled and   they,   the   120 
were filled, surely they were immersed in the Holy 
Ghost.   See 1 and 2 chapters of the Acts   of  the 
Apostles.    So   you   see  brethren that I too am a 
strong believer iu sticking to the text,   and   like 
you I believe that if they agree in their evidence, 
that they also ought to agree in   their   mode and 
manner of application.   But instead of trying   to 
find the mode of baptism  in  the figurative   lan- 
guage ot the prophets, wo ought to go directly  to 
the example of our Lord and His Apostles.    When 
we appeal to the record of Christ,   we   find   that 
there was a man whose name was John  and   that 
he was sent of God.    John 1:6.    He was sent to 
baptize with water, John 1 : 33.   He carried   out 
his mission by doing what God sent  him   to   do. 
Luke 3 :16.    Our Lord and Savior, after  obtain- 
ing all power in heaven and on earth, has also sent 
men to teach  and  baptize.    Matt.   28   chapter; 
Mark the 16 chapter.    Were they as true to their 
mission as John was to his ?   We find that   they 
were, for they both taught baptism and   baptized 
those that received   their teaching.   Acts 2: 38; 
22 :16;   Acts 8 : 38;   16:15.   This   is evidence 
enough to show that they were obedient to   their 
Lord's command, as all believers are to be baptized 
according to the express command of Christ. Mark 
16 :16; Matt. 28 :19; John 3 : 5. 

As  there is but one baptism for all,  Eph. 4 : 5, 
we will go back to the beginning  and  follow   the 
path ot holy men.   In following this course we ob- 
serve first that John baptized in the River of Jor- 
dan and not out of it, and were baptized of him in 
Jordan, Matt 3:6; and were all baptized of  him 
in the River of Jordan, Mark 1:5; and it came to 
pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth 
of   Gallilec and  was baptized of John in Jordan; 
Mark 1:9;   and   John   was   also   baptizing   in 
Aenon, John 3 : 23; and they both went down in- 
to the water, Acts 8 : 38.    We further find   that 
they that were baptized, came np out ot the water; 
and   straightway   coming   up   out of the water. 
Mark 1:10.    And Jesus when he  was   baptized 
went up straightway out of the water.   Matt. 3:16. 
And when they were come up out  of  the   water, 
the spirit of the Lord caught away   Philip,   Acts 
8 : 38.   So you see according to these plain scrip- 
tural   examples, that John baptized in the river of 
Jordan   rleo   in   the  Aenon, that Philip and the 
Eunuch   both went down into the water, that our 
Savior when he was baptized in the river He came 
straightway up out of the  water,   and   when   the 
Eunuch was baptized ot Philip they came  up out 
of the water, they immersed.    Yes, says   brother 
B and C, we both admit that John baptized in the 
river, that Christ was baptized in the Jordan, that 
Philip and the Eunuch went down into the  water, 
but this does not settle the question as to how.they 
were baptized after they went down into the water 
I, says brother C have seen pictures   where John 
and   the  Savior were in the water and John had a 
horn in his hand with which he dipped up the wa- 
ter and baptized the Savior by pouring the water 
on His head, and this favorably impressed me with 
that mode.   That's the  idea  says   brother   B.   I 
also have seen pictures where the people  were as- 
sembled along the banks of the Jordan and   John 
was in the Jordan, in his band was a branch of the 
palm tree and the picture represented him as   dip- 
ping the palm branch in the water and sprinkling 
the water on the people, and this  very  favorably 
impressed me with the idea of sprinkling   as   the 
proper mode. 

Now brother D, if you can give us a more   per- 
fect way of carrying but the command of our   Sa- 
vior we will gladly hear you.    All right brethren. 
I gladly do so.   In the first place yon will observe 
that neither of those pictures are true   representa- 
tives of the original mode of baptism.    Brother  B 
says that his picture has the administrator only in 
the river.    Those to be baptized  are   not   in   the 
water at all.    While the word of God takes  both 
candidate and administrator into   the   water   and 
brings tbem up out of the water, Acts 8 : 38,39; 
Matt. 3 :16.   As to brother C's mode, he gets his 
evidence from a picture that represents John   aud 
the Savior both in the water and John with a horn 
in his hand dipping np the water and pouring it on 
the Savior .which picture I affirm is not true to the 
record given in divine inspiration.   We all admit 
that baptism was  performed  in   the   water,   that 
John baptized in the river of Jordan and in Aenon, 
that Philip and the Ennuoh both went down into 
the water in order to his (the Eunuch's)  baptism, 

_______ 


